Traders, Raiders and Map Reading UKS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary
Ordnance
Survey

This is a detailed map produced by
mapping agency of the United Kingdom
(UK).

Greenwich
meridian

Imaginary line running through Greenwich
and divides Earth into the Eastern
Hemisphere and the Western Hemisphere.

hemisphere

The earth is divided into the Northern and
Southern Hemispheres at the equator.

latitude

The lines extending around the Earth
horizontally are called lines of latitude.

longitude

The lines extending around the Earth
vertically are called lines of longitude.

time zones

Time zones give specific areas on the Earth
a time of day that is earlier or later than
the neighbouring time zones.

physical
geography

The scientific study of the natural features
of the Earth's surface, including land
formation, climate, currents, and
distribution of plants and animals.

Weather &
climate

Weather is the condition of the
atmosphere over a short period of
time; climate is the average course of
weather conditions for a particular
location over many years.

Old Maps

Sticky Knowledge about
Traders, Raiders and Maps
 Cartography is the study of maps and map
making. Someone who makes maps is called a
cartographer.
 There are two norths: true north and magnetic
north. True north is the direction of the
geographic North Pole. Magnetic north is the
direction the north end of a needle in a
compass points.
 Throughout Medieval times in Europe most
maps of the world, known as Mappae Mundi,
were expensive to create by hand, so were
used by royals and nobles as displays of wealth
rather than for practical purposes.

settlement

A place where people establish a
community.

 North may be at the top of maps today, but
that wasn’t always the case. During the middle
ages, most Western maps put east at the top
instead.

Viking
longships

These were used in battle, and were long,
light, and slender so they could move
around quickly. They had a square sail and
a mast, but could also be rowed.

 The world map that is familiar to most of us is
the Mercator projection, but it is full of
distortions so some countries appear larger or
smaller than they actually are.

Jorvik

The Viking name for what is now York, after
it was captured by Danish raiders in 866.

 Danelaw is a historical name given to the part
of England in which the laws of the Danes held
sway and dominated those of the AngloSaxons.
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Place Names

OS Symbols

Where did our invaders come from? Europe today.

Brazil, South America UKS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary
street children

Street children are groups of children with no
homes or parents who are forced to beg for a
living.

pampas

The pampas are fertile South American lowlands
that cover more than 750,000 km2.

anaconda
snake

Anacondas are semiaquatic snakes found in
tropical South America. They are some of the
largest snakes in the world.

I am
somebody

A poem which was used in a campaign to bring
attention to the street children of Brazil.

Andes

The Andes are the world's longest continental
mountain range. They lie as a continuous chain
of highland along the western coast of South
America.

Exciting Books

Sticky Knowledge about
South America

South American
countries

Lake Titicaca

Lake Titicaca straddles the border between Peru
and Bolivia in the Andes Mountains and is one of
South America's largest lakes.

 Spanish is the most popular language in South
America even though Brazilians speak
Portuguese.

There are 12 sovereign
states:
•
Brazil
•
Argentina
Plus, a part
•
Chile
of France
(French
•
Venezuela
Guiana)
and a non•
Colombia
sovereign
•
Peru
area (the
Falkland
•
Suriname
Islands, a
British
•
Bolivia
Overseas
Territory
•
Uruguay
though this
•
Paraguay
is disputed
by
•
Guyana
Argentina).
•
Ecuador

Incas

The Incas, an American indigenous people, were
originally a small tribe in the southern highlands
of Peru.

 The Incas were the largest group of indigenous
people in South America when the Europeans
arrived.

Biomes of the world
(clickable link)

Atacama
Desert

The Atacama Desert is one of the driest places in
the world. It has a stony terrain.

 Brazil is nearer to the equator than the UK and so
has a warmer climate. There are no clear
seasons in Brazil.

inhabitant

An inhabitant is a person or animal that is a
permanent resident of a particular place or
region.

sparsely
populated

Sparsely populated means that there are few
people scattered around the area.

biome

Biomes are areas of our planet with
similar climates, landscapes, animals and plants.
What lives in each biome depends on
temperature, rainfall and fertility of soil.
Plants and animals in the biome rely on each
other to stay alive.

 There are 12 countries in the continent of South
America; almost 400 million people live there.
 Brazil is the largest country and covers almost
half the continent. It is only slightly smaller than
the USA. It is much bigger than the UK.
 South America’s largest river is the Amazon,
which is the second longest river in the world. It
carries more water than any other river in the
world.
 The capital city of Brazil is Brasilia. Sao Paulo is
the largest city in Brazil with more than 20 million
people living there. Rio de Janeiro is also large.
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Map of South America

Biomes of South America

Rainforests UKS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary

Interesting Clip

rainforest

A dense forest with high rainfall. They
generate much of the world’s oxygen.

canopy

The canopy, which may be over 30 m
above the ground, is made up of the
overlapping branches and leaves of
rainforest trees.

emergent
layer

The emergent layer is the name given to
the tops of trees that poke up above the
rainforest canopy.

understory

The understory layer is a tangle of shrubs,
young trees, saplings, palms and vines. It is
hot and damp here and the air is very still.

deforestation

When forests are cut down and the area is
permanently cleared for another use.

Sticky Knowledge

endangered

An endangered species is a species which
has been categorized as very likely to
become extinct.

There are two types of rainforest: temperate and
tropical. Tropical rainforests are generally
warmer than temperate ones.

indigenous

Indigenous people or things belong to the
country in which they are found

biomes

Biomes are distinct biological communities
that have formed in response to a shared
physical climate.

Only around 6% of the Earth’s land surface is
rainforest – but about half of all animal and plant
species live there.

temperate

Relating to or denoting a region or climate
characterized by mild temperatures.

extinction

The extinction of a species of animal or
plant is the death of all its remaining living
members.

It can take ten minutes for a falling raindrop to
travel from a rainforest’s thick canopy to the
floor.
The Amazon rainforest in South America is so big
that if it were a country, it would be the ninth
biggest in the world.

destruction

The act of destroying something.

Because rainforests are warm, wet and dense,
they are full of life – millions of different kinds of
plants and animals live there.

biodiversity

Variety of plant and animal life in a
particular habitat, a high level of which is
usually considered to be important and
desirable.

It’s important to protect rainforest habitats for all
the creatures who live there, and for humans too;
rainforests produce 20% of the oxygen that all of
us in the world need to breathe.
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Exciting Books

Where are the
famous rainforests?
Amazon, Brazil
Australia, West Africa

Biomes of the world including temperate and tropical rainforest zones

Rivers and Egypt UKS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary
estuary

An estuary is an area where a
freshwater river or stream meets the
ocean.

mouth

A river mouth is the part of a river
where the river flows into another
river, a lake, a reservoir, a sea, or an
ocean.

source

The source of a river is where it
begins, usually on high ground.

meander

A meander is a winding curve or
bend in a river.

waterfall

Waterfalls form where water rushes
down steep hillsides in upland areas
and erodes the rocks.

erosion

Erosion occurs when the fastest
currents in the river carve into the
banks.

deposition

Rocks and sediments eroded from
one part of the river are deposited in
another part.

tributary

When one stream or river meets
another and merge together, the
smaller stream or river is known as a
tributary.

ox bow lake

Ox bow lakes are created when the
meander is so deep that it cuts off a
piece of the river and leaves a lake.

delta

Deltas are wide areas of water often
found at the mouth of large rivers.

stream

A stream is a small body of flowing
water.

vegetation
belt

An area of the earth characterised
by certain flora (plants) due to
climatic conditions.

The Water Cycle

Exciting Books

Sticky Knowledge
The longest river in the world is the River Nile
(Africa) at 4160 miles long.
The River Nile travels through four countries; it
starts in Burundi, then travels through Sudan,
Ethiopia and Egypt before emptying into the
Mediterranean Sea.
Most inland human settlements in history were
formed around rivers because the river provided
drinking water, a place to bath, and food as well
as a means of transport and trade.
The River Nile was vital to life in Ancient Egypt,
flooding and providing rich fertile soil that could
then be farmed, food water and a means of
transport.
The River Severn is Britain’s longest river at 220
miles long. It begins high in the Cambrian
Mountains of Wales near to Llanidloes and
empties into the Bristol Channel.
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River System

Yenisey

Lena

Ob - Irtysh

Amur
Euphrates

Mississippi

Yellow

Tigris

Nile

Yangtze

Congo
Amazon

These are some of the longest
rivers in the world. Can you name
the continent and countries the
rivers travel through?

River

Length (miles)

Nile, Africa

4160

Amazon, South America

4000

Yangtze, Asia

3900

Mississippi-Missouri, North America

3870

Yenisey, Asia

3440

Yellow, Asia

3440

Severn, Europe

220

Tests yourself on these rivers and
more using this link;
https://www.sporcle.com/games/
g/longestrivers

Map adapted from Oddizzi.com

Africa, Fair Trade and Farming UKS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary
world

The earth with all its, countries and peoples.

continent

One of the main land masses in the world.

weather

The rain, snow, wind and sunshine at a
particular time or place.

climate

The average course of weather conditions for a
particular location over many years. Countries
closer to the equator tend to be hotter.

equator

An imaginary line around the earth at an equal
distance from the North and South Poles.
Africa is closer to the equator than the UK.

economy

A country’s income and the way this is spent.
Many African countries are extremely poor.

charity

An organisation set up to help people who are
poor, ill or disabled, or who have suffered a
disaster.

Fairtrade

This is an arrangement in which farmers get
paid a fair price for their goods.

farm

An area of land and its buildings used for
growing crops and/or rearing animals. Farming
in Africa may be more difficult than in the UK
because of the hot, dry weather conditions.

Exciting Books

Sticky Knowledge about
Africa, Farming and Fairtrade
 Africa is the second largest continent in the world,
its land covering 20% of the world’s available land.
16% of the world’s population live in Africa. The
equator runs through Africa. The UK is in the
continent of Europe.
 There 54 countries in Africa of which the largest are
Algeria, DR Congo, Sudan, Libya and Chad. The
most densely populated countries are Nigeria,
Ethiopia, Egypt, DR Congo and Tanzania.

arable

Arable farming involves growing crops such as
wheat or corn for food.

organic

Organic food is grown or produced without the
use of chemical fertilisers or pesticides.

 Africa's longest river is the River Nile (6695km long); it
starts in Burundi and drains into the Mediterranean
Sea. The River Severn is 354km. Mount Kilimanjaro is
Africa's highest mountain (5895m above sea) – Ben
Nevis (Scotland) is 1345m and Mount Snowdon
(Wales) is 1085m above sea.

pesticide

A substance for killing harmful insects or other
pests.

 Farming is a key industry in Shropshire and in the
United Kingdom.

cattle

Animals with horns and hoofs, kept by farmers
for their milk and beef. This is known as pastoral
farming.

Sahara
Desert

A desert is an area of land that has very little
rainfall and can be very hot or very cold. The
Sahara Desert is the largest hot desert in the
world.

 There are different types of farming in both Africa
and the United Kingdom; the type of farming is
dependent on both physical geography and the
weather. Farming in northern Africa is very different
from farming in the south of the continent.
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Key Farming in Africa
and the UK
Africa
Cocoa
Yams
Potatoes
Coffee
Plantain
Cassava
Sorghum
Millet

Cattle
Camel
Goats
Sheep
Donkey

United Kingdom
Wheat
Barley
Corn
Oil seed rape
Potatoes
Carrots
Sugar beet
Brussel
sprouts

Cattle
Sheep
Chickens
Pigs

Natural Disasters UKS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary
natural
disaster

An event such as floods, volcanic
eruptions, tropical storms, tornado,
landslides and wildfires caused by nature
and causing hardship and loss of life.

eruption

An explosion of steam or lava from a
volcano.

aftershock

A shaking event that follows an
earthquake. Sometimes more damaging
than the original earthquake.

tsunami

A long, high wave usually caused by an
earthquake in the ocean.

magma

Hot fluid or semi-fluid material below or
within the Earth’s crust from which lava is
formed.

lava

Hot, molten or semi-fluid rock erupted
from a volcano, or solid rock, resulting
from cooling of this.

dormant

A dormant volcano is an active volcano
that has not erupted in the past 10,000
years.

fault

Fractures in the Earth's crust where rocks
on either side of the crack have slid past
each other.

magnitude

If you talk about the magnitude of
something, you are talking about its great
size.

landslide

A landslide is a collapse of a mass of earth
or rock from a mountain or cliff.

tectonic
plates

The Earth’s outer shell is made up of huge
slabs of moving rock called tectonic
plates.

saturated

Holding as much water or moisture as can
be absorbed; thoroughly soaked.

Exciting Books

Sticky Knowledge about
natural disasters
 Volcanoes are caused when magma rises to
the surface of the Earth, which causes bubbles
of gas to appear in it. This gas can cause
pressure to build up beneath the surface, and it
eventually explodes.

More Sticky
Knowledge

 Earthquakes are usually caused when rock
underground suddenly breaks along a fault. This
sudden release of energy causes the seismic
waves that make the ground shake.

 Flooding occurs when a river
bursts its banks and
overflows onto the
surrounding land.

 A tsunami is a series of large waves generated
by an abrupt movement on the ocean floor
that can result from an earthquake, an
underwater landslide, a volcanic eruption or very rarely - a large meteorite strike.

 Droughts occur when there
is a shortage of rain over a
long period of time
affecting crops and possibly
leading to wildfires.

 A hurricane is a large rotating storm with high
speed winds that form over warm waters in
tropical areas.

 Wildfires are fires that are
out of control and spread
quickly.
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Deadly Disasters
Disaster

Year

Deaths

Earthquake, Haiti

2010

> 230 000

Tohoku Earthquake and tsunami, Japan

2011

16 000

Cyclone Nargis, Myanmar

2008

140 000

Hurricane Katrina, America

2005

1833

Earthquake and tsunami, Sumatra

2004

280 000

Hurricane Mitch, North and Central America

1998

19 325

Tangshan Earthquake, China

1976

242 000 – 655 000

Typhoon Nina, China

1975

229 000

Bhola Cyclone, Bangladesh

1970

275 000 – 500 000

Yellow River Floods, China

1931

4 000 000

Haiyuan Earthquake, China

1920

273 400

Tectonic plates

Useful video clips

Map Reading UKS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary
Ordnance
Survey

An Ordnance Survey map is a detailed
map produced by mapping agency of
the United Kingdom (UK).

OS symbols

OS symbols are used to represent
features on maps.

hemisphere

A hemisphere is formed by dividing the
earth into the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres at the equator.

latitude

The lines extending around the Earth
horizontally are called lines of latitude.

longitude

The lines extending around the Earth
vertically are called lines of longitude.

time zones

Time zones give specific areas on the
Earth a time of day that is earlier or later
than the neighbouring time zones.

Greenwich
meridian

This is an imaginary line that runs through
Greenwich and divides Earth into two
equal parts: the Eastern Hemisphere and
the Western Hemisphere.

scale

The scale on a map tells us how much
bigger the real world is than the map.

physical
geography

The scientific study of the natural features
of the Earth's surface, especially in its
current aspects, including land
formation, climate, currents, and
distribution of plants and animals.

aerial
photograph

A photograph taken from the air – by
helicopter or drone for example.

contours

Lines on a map which join up areas of
the same height – usually orange.

relief

The shape of the land.

Latitude and Longitude

OS Symbols

Sticky Knowledge
about Maps
 There are two norths: true north and
magnetic north. True north is the direction
of the geographic North Pole. Magnetic
north is the direction the north end of a
needle in a compass points.

Useful websites

 North may be at the top of maps today,
but that wasn’t always the case. During
the middle ages, most Western maps put
east at the top instead.

Maps:https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topi

 The world map that is familiar to most of us
is the Mercator projection, but it is full of
distortions so some countries appear larger
or smaller than they actually are.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr
82/articles/zjdkhbk
Scale:https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips
/z3rd2hv

cs/zvsfr82/articles/zdk46v4

Contours, keys and symbols:

Latitude and Longitude:
 Walkers and bikers often use Ordnance
Survey Maps with a scale of 1:50 000m or
1:25 000 m to help them find their way.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr
82/articles/zd4rmfr
Mapzone:https://www.ordnancesurvey.c
o.uk/mapzone/map-skills

Reading 4-Figure Grid References
1.
2.

3.

Find the place you want on the
map.
Count along the x axis until you
reach the line on the left of the
location. This is the Easting.
Make a note of this number.
Count up the Y axis until you
reach the line below the location.
This is the Northing. Again, make
a note of the number.

On the snip, the location of the
Information Centre is 47 33

Reading 6-Figure Grid References

Sometimes it is necessary to be even more
accurate. In this case you can imagine that
each grid is divided into 100 tiny squares. The
distance between one grid line and the next is
divided into tenths.

1.

First, find the four-figure grid
reference but leave a space after
the first two digits.
2. Estimate or measure how many
tenths across the grid square your
symbol lies. Write this number after
the first two digits.
3. Next, estimate how many tenths up
the grid square your symbol lies.
Write this number after the last
two digits.
You now have a six figure grid reference.
In this instance, the tourist information
office is located at 476 334.

Reading scale

The scale on the map
shows you how far the
distance between
points on the map is in
the real world.
A map with a scale of
1:50 000 tells you that
1cm represents 50
000cm (or 0.5km) on
the ground.
Some maps show a bar
which tells you the
distance …
This bar can be used to
estimate the distance
between points.

